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Some Definition of terms (WMO No. 1203)

 Period Average – ave of at least 10 yrs starting 01 

Jan of a year ending in “1”, e.g. 01 Jan 2021

 Normals – period ave of long period comprising 

of at least 3 consecutive 10-yr periods

 Average (provisional average) – mean of monthly 

values over any specified period of time (not 

necessarily ending in “1”)
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Other terms (Civil & Environmental Engineering Dept., Colorado S.U.)

 IDF – relationship between rain intensity, rain 

duration, & return period; curves are obtained 

thru frequency analysis

 Return period (or recurrence interval) – estimate 

of an event (e.g. flood or river flow) to occur

 Will a 100-year flood occur once every 100 years?

A 100-yr flood does not happen only once in 100 

years. 100-yr flood has a 1 % chance of 

occurring in any given year
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Sliding (unrestricted) max RR / time period
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Thank you very much

www.prffwc.synthasite.com


